MY NOTES                                              185
schools in Nadiad and, if we still send our children to these
schools, then we deserve the treatment we have received. It was,
therefore, right that Abbas Saheb and his comrades went abcmt
with wooden plates hanging from their necks.
PEOPLE'S SPIRIT
The spirit of the people of Surat, Ahmedabad and Nadiad is
being tested. The municipalities in all these cities are non-co-
operating in the matter of education.1 In all three, the people's
chosen representatives have, by a majority, nationalized the edu-
cation being given by the municipality. The Government's action
in taking possession of the school buildings cannot be tolerated.
It is for the people to see that this robbery perpetrated by the
Government is not rewarded. If parents refuse to send their chil-
dren to schools run in the name of the Government and teachers
refuse to serve in them, the buildings forcibly taken over by it will
remain empty and the funds which have been illegally confiscated
will be returned. We must not get frightened by the Govern-
ment's robbery but rest confident that we shall get back the build-
ings and the funds which the Government has taken over.
But, until then, what about the children ? If the public is en-
lightened, we should be able to use the community buildings for
teaching children; if even these are not available, we can teach
them in open spaces, make them spin and sing hymns and teach
them drill. In accordance with the Congress Resolution2, most of
the teachers should get ready to go to jail. We should, therefore,
change the present system of education so that a minimum of
teachers will be required, I would have no hesitation in handing
over the children to the care of elderly women. They will,
of course, be spinning; in addition, they will keep an eye on the
' pupils. If the latter have been taught good manners, they will be
more respectful to these women and learn to be more courteous.
The women, on their part, will be doing a service.
WOMEN'S CONTRIBUTION
Women must make their full contribution in this struggle.
They served as volunteers and made the Congress session a great
success. This was the first experiment of its kind in the history
of the Congress. It is a matter of joy for Gujarat that this good
fortune fell to its women. The experiment was a complete success
1  Vide "Municipalities in Trouble",.!5-12-1921 and "My Notes", 8-1-1922,
under the sub-title "Gujarat's Good Fortune".
2 Adopted at Ahmedabad in December 1921; vide "Speech  at   Congress
Session, Ahmedabad-I", 28-12-192 L